Refreshments
Thanks to Denise Carlson, Rose Verrier, Jean
Mueller-Burgess, Nancy Kane, Susan
McCarthy, Rowena Burke, Denise LaPrade,
JoAnne Kuntz, Nancy Spirito and Margaret
Gradie for bringing refreshments to the
November meeting.
Our December meeting will feature some
healthy, holiday snacks and a member
Cookie Exchange. Please bring two dozen of
your favorite cookies to exchange. Cookies
should be labeled and any tree nuts or other
allergens contained in the recipe should be
noted. The cookie exchange will take place
downstairs prior to our program. Please
contact our Refreshments Coordinator,
Deborah Siravo at deblily@cox.net or call
401-207-1323 with any questions.
And the winner is……….
Maureen Rozes was the winner of our Early
Membership raffle. Maureen won a “Men of
the Cloth” DVD and a DVD produced by
Tziporah Salamon, a well know fashion
enthusiast, blogger and entertainer. Tziporah
will be our speaker in May.
DIRECTIONS TO GREENWICH CLUB
From the South: Take 95 North to exit 8A (Rt. 2
Warwick/E. Greenwich). Stay on Rt.2, go to the
traffic light at the Showcase Cinema, take a left
onto Division Street (Rt. 401), follow to 2nd traffic
light, and take right onto Post Road/Rt. 1. The
Greenwich Club, 5426 Post Road, is on your left.
From the North: Take 95 South to exit 9 (Rt. 4
South). Take the first exit which will bring you to
Rt. 401 (E. Greenwich/Division St.). At the end of
the exit ramp facing straight, take a right turn onto
Division Street. Continue to follow above
directions once on Division Street.
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Membership information can be found on our
website. On Facebook, we are listed as Rhode
Island Sewing Network and you will find a link on
the webpage to bring you directly to our
Facebook page.

Our December program “Felted Handbags”
will be presented by Gail Solomon and
Barbara Materna, owners of Jack + Cookie
handmade hand bags which are designed and
made by Gail and Barbara in their shop at the
Hope Artiste Village in Pawtucket, RI.
Barbara is known as the “Master of
Construction” and is the owner, designer,
and fabricator of BABS, a Best of Rhode
Island Editors Pick for Rhode Island Monthly.
She says she can figure out how to design
and make just about anything!
Gail is the owner, designer, and art
director for Gail Solomon Inc., a graphic
design studio. Gail designs, cuts, decides,
and bangs rivets.
Gail and Barbara will present the process
of designing and making handmade
handbags including hand felted evening and
day bags; cut and sewn design felt bags in
five shapes; cut and sewn artist's hand
painted canvas bags, and bags made from
nautical charts custom-printed on cotton
twill.
Please visit Gail and Barbara’s website
www.jackandcookie.com to see examples of
their work.

November Program Highlights
“Seasonal Inspirations” was the title of the
RISN program held on November 3.
Inspiration abounded as fifteen RISN
members shared projects that were both
inspired and inspiring. Sheila Vargas
modeled a fall themed jacket made from
Malden Mills fleece. Susan McCarthy was
ready to dance in a Lycra dress lined with
performance fabric. Mabel had us rethink our
fabric sources by sharing a custom made
sweatshirt made from an xxlarge sweatshirt
from Job Lot. A velvet pumpkin weighted
with beans and sporting a real pumpkin stem
was presented by Holly Young. Holly also
shared a jacket inspired from Japanese fabric
purchased in a San Francisco fabric store.
Catherine Stevens displayed hand
embroidered and hand appliqued felted wool
eggs based on a pattern from Knit 1 Quilt 2.
Rose O’Koren modeled a Malden Mills fabric
hiking vest and showed off its many pockets.
Rose also shared a red jackets and
embossed red dress with black inserts. Jane
Hedley graced us with a grey coat which she
made from her classic tailoring class with
Mabel. The grey and yellow lining was
purchased in New York and was accented by
polka dot piping. The finishing touch was
Jane’s initials inside the coat. Michele
Ferguson was inspired by the need to have a
pair of pants that stayed up to create a pair of
pants from stretch corduroy using a Styla Art
Barbs pattern. She also shared a plaid flannel
pleated top in which she pinned all of the
pleats by hand before cutting. Michele
announce that after completing Master
Seamstress 1 she was inspired to open her
own sewing lesson business in the Newport
area! Judy Callaghan modeled a printed top.
MaryJo Hines was inspired by some fabric
from India to create a loose fitting top
creatively using the border print fabric. She
also used fabric from a sari which she said

gives six yards of fabric to create an A-line
shift dress with matching scarf. MaryJo also
talked about her inspired sewing service
group, “Sew Seeds of Love”. This group
meets once a month from September to May
working on sewing projects to benefit those in
need. Denise Carlson showed a chalkboard
fabric quilt which she made for her nephew’s
fiancé’s wedding gift. Naomi Lipsky was
inspired by a 1952 pattern belonging to her
mother to make a blouse out of a vintage,
cutwork linen tablecloth also owned by her
mother. Phyllis Cayer was inspired by the
tambour beading program to create a
beautiful beaded quilt. She also shared two
small quilts made with Cranston Print Works
fabric. Susan Palmer presented a wardrobe
of American Girl clothes. Diane Martin closed
the program with a wool Santa suit she
created 30 years ago for the president of
Cranston Print Works and noted that it
brought much happiness to many families at
the holidays.
This Show and Share meeting was a great
way to highlight the creativity, imagination,
and diverse sewing and artistic skills of RISN
members.

RISN Membership Benefit
RISN is again providing a group membership
to URI's CoPa Vintage Pattern Collection.
You must register your email address with
Donna David at dmdavid51@gmail.com to
receive the username and password. Once
registered go to http://copa.apps.uri.edu to
view and use the website, or visit the URI
Library in Kingston, RI to copy original
patterns. The Commercial Pattern Archive
provides a unique tool to help researchers and
designers date or recreate everyday wear
from 1847 to 2000.
Reminder: Now is the time to sign up for
Winter MSII Classes. Please visit the
website for more information.

RISN Meetings

GREENWICH CLUB
5426 Post Road
East Greenwich, Rhode Island
02818
First Tuesday of the Month
@ 7:00 pm

RISN 2015-2016
Meeting Dates and Presenters
December 1, 2015 "Felted Handbags" by
Barbara Maturna and Gail Solomon partners in
business of Jack + Cookie PLUS we will have a
cookie exchange! www.jackandcookie.com
March 1, 2016 "Irish Step Dancing Costumes
& Embroidery" by Jennifer MacLellan and
Joann Connolly. www.jiggerdyjig.com and
www.gardenofdaisies.com
April 5, 2016 "Christening Dresses" by Kathy
Oates-Dacey. Kathy does beautiful heirloom,
smocking and embroidery work. She has taken
classes from professionals from all over the
world.
May 3, 2016 "The Fabric of My Life": a
Sartorial Autobiography by Tziporah Salamon
This is a one woman show, Tziporah weaves a
rich tapestry of her journey towards self.
www.tziporahsalamon.com

Save the Date!
June 8, 2016
New York City
Garment District Bus Trip

